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SOLAR POWER 101: Overview 

 
November 28, 2007 
Woods Library  
Topic: Global Warming:  

� Scott Johnson, Defenders of Wildlife  
 
December 17, 2007   
Himmel Library 
Topic: Solar Energy Technology 

� Presentation on Photovoltaic Technology 
o Kevin Koch, Technicians for Sustainability 
o George Villec, GeoInnovation 

� Presentation on Solar Hot Water Technology 
o Jim Cooley, Progressive Solar 

� Presentation on Concentrating Solar Technology 
o Scott Canada, Arizona Public Service 

 
January 23, 2008 
Wilmot Library 
Topic: The Economics of Solar Energy 

� Presentation on the Economics of Residential Solar Energy 
o Katharine Kent, The Solar Store 

� Presentation on the Economic Potential for Solar Energy in Arizona 
o Ardeth Barnhart, Arizona Research Institute for Solar Energy (AzRISE) 

 
February 13, 2008 
Golf Links Library 
Topic: City of Tucson’s Solar Initiative 

� Steven Palmeri, U.S. Department of Energy 
� Bruce Plenk, Solar Coordinator for the City of Tucson 
� Doug Crockett, Energy Manager for the City of Tucson 

 
March 13, 2008 
Valencia Library 
Topic: AzRISE and University of Arizona Research 

� Presentation on the Arizona Research Institute for Solar Energy (AzRISE): 
o Dr. Joe Simmons, AzRISE Director 

� Presentation on the Solar Decathlon: 
o Jason Vollen, U of A Solar Decathlon Team 

 
 
 



April 16, 2008 
Nanini Library 
Topic: Utilities and Arizona State Regulations 

� Presentation on the Arizona Corporation Commission: 
o Commissioner William Mundell, ACC 

� Presentation on Utility Companies and New Regulations: 
o Denise Smith, Director of Renewable and Conservation Programs, Tucson Electric Power 

 
May 14, 2008 
Main Library 
Topic: The Potential of the Solar Industry 

� Presentation on the Arizona Solar Energy Policy: 
o Tom Alston, Solar Alliance 

� Presentation on The Current State and Future of Solar Energy: 
o Valerie Rauluk, Venture Catalyst 

 
August 15, 2008 
Cochise County Supervisors Boardroom – Bisbee 
Topic: Community Based Solar Energy 

� Presentation on Solar Energy in Bisbee 
o Britt Hanson, Chief Deputy of the County Attorney’s Office 

� Presentation on Community Solar Cooperative 
o Steve Mann, Arizona Regional Energy 

 
August 15, 2008 
Cochise College Library – Sierra Vista 
Topic: Solar Programs in Cochise County 

� Presentation on Sulphur Springs Valley Electric Cooperative 
o David Bane, SSVEC 

� Presentation on Solar Energy Economic Development 
o Jeanne Shaw, Elfrida Citizens’ Alliance 

 
September 22, 2008 
Dusenberry-River Branch Library –Tucson  
Topic: Photovoltaics for the Home.  A presentation on residential solar electric panels, what to look for in 
an installation company, and the return on investment with solar energy.  

� Presentation on solar hot water and pool heating, and residential uses of thermal solar energy. 
o Joseph DiMatteo, Sunpower of Arizona 

� Presentation on utility rebates for residential solar, including Tucson Electric Power’s Sunshare 
program and the new rebate for solar hot water. 

o Jerry Samaniego, Expert Solar 
� Presentation on passive solar in the southwest, and passive solar in new home construction. 

o Denise Smith, Tucson Electric Power 
� Al Nichols, Al Nichols Engineering 

 
October 28, 2008 
Joyner-Green Valley Library – Green Valley 
Topic: Solar Energy and Your Homeowner Association, a presentation about Arizona law and best 
practices regarding HOAs and solar energy equipment.   

� Bob Campbell, President of Canoa Estates II HOA 
� Gary Sullivan, Green Valley Community Coordinating Council 
� George Villec, GeoInnovation 

 
Topic: The Solar Energy “Big Picture,” a presentation on how solar energy fits into the broader energy 
picture. 



� Dennis Dickerson, Pima Association of Governments 
 
December 16, 2008 
Wheeler Taft Abbett-Marana Library – Marana 
Topic: Solar Energy in Marana 

� Congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords spoke about the solar energy tax credits and the future of 
solar energy in Arizona. 

� Trico’s SunWatts Program, a presentation about how you can work with your local utility to save 
money on photovoltaic and solar hot water systems. 

o  Eddie Williams, Trico Electric Cooperative 
� “Going Green in Marana,” a presentation about plans for a new Green Building Program in 

Marana. 
o Town of Marana Fellow Rebecca Kunsberg 
o Town of Marana Building Official John Huntley 

 


